'flu's \Nee\c at O ur Lady of the £>laclc LL'Ils 


Intercessory Prayers 

Life and Health Concerns: 

Warren Albertson, Joe Creek, Sam 
Guiliano, Pat Hetterscheidt, 

Marvin Kari, Fr. Dick McCaslin, 
Josephine & Lloyd Rogers and Don 
Snyder. Repose: Ben Roller, Marie 
Schumacher and Sara Beth Sewell 

Collection Report 


November 23, 2008 

Loose. $ 1356.31 

Envelopes. 1524.00 

Student. 82.85 

Building Fund .30.00 

Adopt a Seminarian .0.00 

Other . 16.10 

Total .$ 3,010.32 


Monday, December 1 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4b, 
4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9; Matthew 8:5-11 
(violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
Improved health of Anne Gunn) 
6:30 - 8:00 pm: Cub Scouts 
7:00 - 8:00 pm: Returning 
Catholics - Informational Meeting 


Saturday Morning, December 6 

St Nicholas, bishop 

Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Psalm 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 
(violet/white) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: For Jim McCormick and Joe McCormick 
Birthdays) 

Eucharistic Adoration with Morning Prayer (following the 8:00 am Mass) 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 

Saturday Evening, December 6 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Psalm 85:9-10-11-12, 13-14; 2 
Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 (violet) 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For the OLBH 
parish community) 

Sunday, December 7 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-ll;Psalm 85:9-10-11-12, 13-14; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 
(violet) 

8:00 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: Remembrance of Pearl Harbor and world 
peace) 

8:00 am - Noon: Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast - Benefits go to the 
Seminarian Fund. 

8:00 am - Noon: OLBH Library book sale 

9:15 - 10:00 am: Children’s Choir rehearsal 

10:30 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For all souls in purgatory) 

4:00 -8:00 pm: Taize Retreat 



Tuesday, December 2 

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 
12-13, 17; Luke 10:21-24 (violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
Peace for Salvatore Guiliano) 

7:00 - 8:30 pm: Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, December 3 

St Francis Xavier, priest 

Isaiah 25:6-10a; Psalm 23:l-3a, 3b- 

4, 5, 6; Matthew 15:29-37 (white) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
For all who have been affected by 
sexual abuse) 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 
6:00 - 8:00 pm: Middle School 
Youth Night 

Thursday, December 4 

St John of Damascus, priest 8s 
doctor of the church 
Isaiah 26:1 -6; Psalm 118:1 and 8- 
9, 19-21, 25-27a; Matthew 7:21, 
24-27 (violet/white) 

No Daily Liturgy 

7:00 pm: KC Officers Meeting 

Friday, December 5 

Isaiah 29:17-24; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13- 
14; Matthew 9:27-31 (violet) 

No Daily Liturgy 

6:30 pm: Cub Scout Pack Meeting 


Mass Ministry Schedule 


12/6 -12/7 

j 5:00 pm { 

1 8:00 am j 

| 10:30 am 

Bread Baker 

| Becky Wentz 

Altar Servers 

E. Ehresmann 

Chris VanAsma 
Matthew VanAsma 

K. Chamberlain 

H. Schroeder 

Liam Schroeder 

Austin Evans 
Kaleah Evans 
Kayla McCaskell 

Precious Body 

Walt Wilson 

Walt Wilson 

Walt Wilson 

Precious Blood 

Betsy VanAsma 

Tom VanAsma 
Beth-Anne Ferley 
Jerry Silbernagel 

Jean Schubauer 
Pat Suiter 

T. Thompson 

L. Williamson 

Jim McCormick 
Judy Nelson 

Curt Lauinger 

Joni Osnes 

Lectors 

Judy Olson 

Dennis Olson 

Jean Schubauer 
Pat Suiter 

Curt Lauinger 

Joni Osnes 

Sacristans 

Erik 8s Estela 
Haakedahl 

Brenda 8s Marc 
Jacobs 

The Blauvelt 
Family 

Ushers 

Joyce Clark 

Pat Clark 

D. Schubauer 
Kevin Rorhbach 

The Weaver 

Family 

Choir 

Folk Choir 

Regina’s 

Minstrels 

Family Choir 


Advent Prayers 

B | Advent prayers call to mind our preparation for the Lord's 
coming on Christmas and His second coming at the end of the 
world. The Advent theme of preparing one spiritually requires 
special Advent prayers focused on waiting, watching, and hoping 
for the Lord's coming. Many Advent prayer books include daily 
prayers, while others involve the writings of popular Catholics 
I including Pope John Paul II or Fulton Sheen. Other prayers are 
meant specifically to be said along with an Advent wreath. 

http://www.usccb.org/ advent/ aboutshtml 








<5p ar ks from Y ather Marie 

In last week’s Sparks column, I shared about the work of the Pastoral Council. This past summer and 
early fall with the help of Karen McGuigan the Pastoral Council worked at prioritizing some goals that the 
Council would like to work on the next 16 months or so. The top priority was to work on a parish 
communication plan, which we have started as I mentioned last week and we will continue to give shape and form in the 
coming months. The following are some of the other top prioritizes that will begin to pray and study about: 

• Foster lifelong learning for everyone in our parish 

• Retain people after they have received the sacraments (baptism, first communions, confirmation) 

• Come up with ideas on how to get families to come back to church 

• Invite young families into the parish, make them feel welcome 

• Foster leadership development in our youth, through mentoring, ministry, education, and parish support 

• Continue to develop our parish library as resources for everyone in the parish 

• Offer a teen mass/young adult mass 

• Provide additional opportunities for more congregational singing - possibly at Gatherings of Grace and 
development of music which teens particularly enjoy 

• Ask the parish where and what they need help with, faith, family, finances, etc..., 

• Bring in speakers, work groups, seminars... 

• Begin planning for new construction and or land acquisition 

• Develop ways to help parents of variously aged children. Possibly, teams of experienced parents helping new 
parents. 

As you can see we have already started to work on some of these areas but will continue to flush them out. Please keep 
the work of the pastoral council in your prayers. 

Blessings, 


Y or the Rjde f"i ome 

Scripture 

• Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down (Isaiah 63:19) 

• No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you (Isaiah 64:3) 

• Rouse your power, and come to save us. (Psalm 80:3) 

• the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you were enriched in every way, (1 Corinthians 
1:4,5) 

• Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come. (Mark 13:33) 

Reflection 

• Are you pleading for the Lord to come to save you? 

• Are you ready for the Lord to come and be with you? 

• Are you aware of God’s saving grace present in your life? 

• What is needed to bring God’s saving presence into your life more fully? 

This place is prison, this life is penance, and he wants us to rejoice in the remedy. 

The remedy is that our Lord is with us, protecting us and leading us into the fullness of joy; for our Lord intends this to be 
an endless joy, that he who will be our bliss when we are there is our protector while we are here, our way and our heaven 
in true love and faithful trust. And he gave understanding of this in everything, and especially in the revelation of his 
Passion, where he made me choose him with all my strength for my heaven. 

Let us flee to the Lord and we will be comforted. Let us touch him and we shall be made clean. Let us cleave to him and 
we shall be safe in every kind of peril. 1 

i Julian of Norwich (1342-1423), Showings, translated by Edmond Colledge, O.S.A and James Walsh, S.J., Paulist Press: New York, 1978, p. 331. 







OLBH Parish N ews 


Church Van has been SOLD! 

Thanks to all who prayed for a good sale . . . Bethel 
Assembly of God in Rapid City purchased the church 
van for $8,500. 

Giving Tree 

Our annual Christmas Giving Tree is up! You will notice 
tags hanging on the tree that describe gifts for people in 
need. Please take a tag, buy the gift, and bring it back to 
the church, unwrapped, with the tag attached—no later 
than December 7. If you have questions, or know of 
someone who could use a gift, please call Judy at 716- 
4647 or Dorothy at 787-4509. 

Cathedral Life Night 

Our high school youth and adult youth ministers are 
invited to...Cathedral Life Night (9 th -12 th graders). They 
are closing out 2008 with a Coffee House at St Thomas 
More Commons, Sunday Night, December 14 th f rom 6:30 
pm to 8:30 pm. And their 3 bands will perform Outlaws 
of Poker Flat: The Commodities. You are invited to 
bring a can of food for Church Response. If you are 
interested in attending, please call Teresa in the parish 
office to sign up by Thursday, December 11 th . We need 
to have the names of all those who are going. Thank you 

Returning Catholic Ministry 

Everyone interested in finding out more about the 
Returning Catholic Ministry, is invited to attend an 
informational meeting on Monday, December 1 st at 7:00 
PM. During this meeting, an overview of the program will 
be presented, core team members introduced, overview 
of how you can help, and a short video presented. If you 
are unable to attend this meeting, but would like more 
information, please contact Greg Sass at 348-2213 or 
greg.sass@olbh.org . 


Children and Teens Choir 

We are starting a choir for third graders through tenth 
graders. We will sing at the 5 pm Mass on Christmas 
Eve. Rehearsals will be held on Sundays, November 16, 
23, and 30; and December 14 and 21 from 9:15 to 10 
am in the practice room downstairs. See you there! 
Questions? Call Lorraine at 787-5168. 


Drop Scott a line ... 

Scott Silbernagel, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Silbernagel, is 
serving in the US Navy . . . please keep him in your 
thoughts and prayers and drop him a line. He’d love to 
hear from you! 

Email: silberSR@,CVN71 .naw.mil 
Or US Mail at: 

EM3 Silbernagel, Scott R. 

RE Division 

USS Theodore Roosevelt 
FPO AE 09599-2871 

Advent Retreat in the Spirit of Taize 

Parishioners from throughout the diocese have been 
invited to to join us for an Advent retreat in the spirit of 
Taize on Sunday, December 7, from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Registration will begin at the church at 3:30 pm. A free 
will offering will be taken to help cover the cost of dinner. 

The Taize community is an ecumenical society of 
brothers who live contemplative lives of prayer and 
promote Christian unity throughout the world. Each 
summer, tens of thousands of young people make a 
pilgrimage to the French village of Taize to search for an 
understanding of the mystery of God in their lives. OLBH 
offers Taize prayer on the first Sunday evening of every 
month from 7:30-8:30 p.m. Please note the time change. 
For more information, contact Fr. Mark McCormick at 
787-5168. 

JurfFAITH 

Are you interested in exploring the social justice 
tradition of your faith? Do you want to know more about 
the spiritual journey of Francis of Assisi, Mother 
Theresa, Oscar Romero and the prophets? Consider 
taking part in a new justice formation process called 
“JusiFaith” that will begin at our parish this fall. The 
program includes readings, videos, conversations about 
the most difficult topics, face-to-face encounters with the 
poor, and an investigation into the intersection of 
spirituality and Christian activism. Parishes have offered 
Jus iFaith across the country with dramatic effects. 
JusiFaith will run from the first week of December to 
about the first week of July. Sound good? Call Cathy 
Larsen 484-5620 or Christie Usera 430-0147. 


Advent... a season of hope and anticipation 



“Either we live the liturgical year with its varying seasons of joy and sorrow, work and rest, or 
we follow the pattern of the world. ” So wrote Helen McLoughlin in Advent and Christmas in a 
Catholic Home, commenting on the challenge Catholics have of being “in the world but not of 
the world” throughout the year. She wrote these profound words in the 1950s, but they are 
even more important today . . . there (seems to be) less time to devote to the spiritual life of 
the family. As Catholic parents, we must readjust our priorities and teach our children by 
living our faith, both inside and outside the home. “Children love to anticipate,” writes 
McLoughlin. “When there are empty mangers to fill with straw for small sacrifices, when the 
Mary candle is a daily reminder on the dinner table, when Advent hymns are sung in the 
candlelight of a graceful Advent wreath, children are not anxious to celebrate Christmas 
before time. That would offend their sense of honor.” 


.catholichomeandgarden.com/advent.htm 





L)iocesan News 


A Message from Pope Benedict XVI 

“[E]ven in the most difficult circumstances human 
freedom is capable of extraordinary acts of sacrifice and 
solidarity to welcome the life of a new human being.” 

Pope Benedict XVI, Speech to Participants at the International Congress 
“Oil on the Wounds: A Response to the Aftermath of Abortion and 
Divorce,” organized by the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on 
Marriage and the Family and the Knights of Columbus, April 5, 2008. 
Full Italian text at http: //www.vatican.va/ (use search option) 

(From the Diocesan Pro-Life Commission) 

Spiritual Adoption Prayer 

The Diocesan Pro-Life Commission requests prayers for 
all unborn babies in danger of abortion. A sample 
prayer entitled Spiritual Adoption Prayer is as follows: 
“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, with love for you I ask your 
intercession to protect the life of unborn children. May 
they all come to birth healthy and be a source of joy to 
their parents. For those in danger because of abortion, I 
adopt them as my own and pray for them and their 
mothers.” 

(From the Diocesan Pro-Life Commission) 

On Fire for the Lord ... 

Stir into flame the gift of God. (2 Timothy 1:6) 

Single Catholic Women 18-35 years of age are invited to 
spend a week-end in prayer, sharing, and vocation 
discernment with the Little Sisters of the Poor. Join the 
Sisters and other young women and experience God’s 
grace! The retreat will be held January 2-4, 2009, in 
Palatine, Illinois. No registration fee. For more 
information, contact Sr. Joseph Maureen at 
812.464.3607 or by e-mail at 

vocationinfo@littlesistersofthepoor.org . 


First Friday Mass & Lunch 
with Bishop Cupich 

First Friday Mass and lunch with Bishop Cupich will be 
held on December 5. Mass begins at 11:15 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Lunch follows 
in the church hall and concludes with remarks from 
Bishop Cupich. The $5 charge for lunch benefits the 
Rapid City Catholic schools. 

God Loves a Cheerful Giver 

Your pledge for the annual diocesan appeal can be 
turned in by placing it in a Sunday collection basket or 
by mailing it using the pre-addressed pledge envelope. 
Pledge forms can be obtained at the parish office. 

Teens Encounter Christ 

This is a three-day retreat experience, based upon the 
Paschal Mystery, for young people 17 years old through 
their early twenties. In a fun, Christian atmosphere, 
youth and adults encounter Christ and one another 
through experiences in prayer, liturgy, discussions, 
spiritual talks, and dialogue with peers and adults. Two 
opportunities to experience TEC: 

• January 2-4, 2009, Hills Area TEC, Blessed 

Sacrament, Rapid City: Space is very limited. A 
waiting list will form. Another date will be added if 
there is enough interest. Registration form online 
at: www.rapidcitvdiocese.org in the youth section. 
For more information call Jeannie Fisher at 673- 
2958. 

• Save the Date: Aug. 7-9, 2009, TECA-TEC, 

McIntosh: For more information call Gloria Maher at 
701-522-3241. 


Living the \_Jturg\ca\ \car ,.. ^)t, Nicholas E)ay 3 E)ec. 6 

Saint Nicholas Day is celebrated on December 6th with the Eve of Saint Nicholas Day being 
almost as important in many European countries as the actual feast day itself. Many traditions 
surround Saint Nicholas Day, here are a few of the more common ones: 

1. Putting Shoes Out - On the Eve of Saint Nicholas children place their shoes outside 
their bedroom doors or the front door. In the morning, the shoes are filled with delicious 
goodies such as chocolates, name-letter cookies (recipe further down), hard candies, 
oranges, and licorice. Often there are also small gifts, usually religious in nature, such 
as a rosary, holy cards, new scapulars, etc... 

2. A Letter to Saint Nicholas/Baby Jesus - Many families have the tradition of each child 
writing a letter to Saint Nicholas or Baby Jesus on Saint Nicholas Day (or sometimes the 
Eve of Saint Nicholas Day). The letter should contain a promise that the child intends to 
keep until Christmas with a penitential nature. For example, a child could give up 
sweets, sitting in their favorite seat in the car, going first etc... or they could promise to 
do something such as read a Bible verse before bed, do the dishes, be kind to their 
younger brothers and sisters, etc... Maria von Trapp writes in her books about how sometimes it would take a 
child a couple of days for their letter to "disappear," i.e. getting taken by Saint Nicholas if they had been especially 
naughty of late. In the letter the child can also make a suggestion or request about what they hope they will 
receive on Christmas Day. 

3. Speculaas - These are a traditional thin spice cookie from the Netherlands and Belgium. Some families make 
them on Saint Nicholas Day for a tea party in the afternoon when school work was done. 



http: / / liturgicalyear. blogspot. com/ 






